
 

 Legalizing Marijuana for Medical Purposes*  

 
Read the passage below and Wikipedia article which follows about legalizing marijuana for 

medical purposes; then follow the instruction for writing your essay.  

 

Politicians across the nation recently discussed the possibility of passing a law 

which would allow physicians to prescribe marijuana for medicinal purposes. 

Advocates of this position say that people are willing to spend their own money and risk 

breaking the law for the immediate medical benefits derived from smoking marijuana. 

Citing the First Amendment, they believe the federal government has no place in the 

communication between a doctor and a patient.  

Opponents of the legalization of marijuana for medical reasons argue that there 

is already an approved FDA drug, Marinol, on the market that contains the active 

ingredients found in marijuana. Besides, they argue that respected medical 

organizations such as the American Cancer Society and the American Medical 

Association have examined the evidence and found no scientific proof that smoking 

marijuana is superior to currently available therapies. This is just an attempt, critics 

believe, to open the door to the legalization of other illegal drugs such as heroin and 

LSD.  

Read the following discussion from Wikipedia presenting the 

negative aspects of legalizing marijuana as a prescription drug. Read it 

prior to writing your essay:  
  
(From: Wikipedia) Marijuana is far more powerful than it used to be. In 2000, there 

were six times as many emergency room mentions of marijuana use as there were in 1990, 

despite the fact that the number of people using marijuana is roughly the same. In 1999, a 

record 225,000 Americans entered substance abuse treatment primarily for marijuana 

dependence, second only to heroin—and not by much. According to the National Institute on 

Drug Abuse, “Studies show that someone who smokes five joints per week may be taking in 

as many cancer-causing chemicals as someone who smokes a full pack of cigarettes every 

day.” Marijuana contains more than 400 chemicals, including the most harmful substances 

found in tobacco smoke. For example, smoking one marijuana cigarette deposits about four 

times more tar into the lungs than a filtered tobacco cigarette. The short-term effects are also 

harmful. They include: memory loss, distorted perception, trouble with thinking and problem 

solving, loss of motor skills, decrease in muscle strength, increased heart rate, and anxiety. 

Marijuana impacts young people’s mental development, their ability to concentrate in school, 

and their motivation and initiative to reach goals. And marijuana affects people of all ages: 

Harvard University researchers report that the risk of a heart attack is five times higher than 

usual in the hour after smoking marijuana.”  

 

Proponents of the legalization of marijuana for medical reasons cite 

reasons found in the Wikipedia article below. Read it prior to writing 

your essay.  



(From: Wikipedia) The cultivation, use and trade of psychoactive and other drugs has 

occurred since civilization's existence. Religious governments probably began to criminalize 

drugs possession and trade in the Middle Ages, and such legislation has continued until the 

present day, by both religious and secular governments. In the 20th century, the United States 

government led a major renewed surge in drug prohibition called the "War on Drugs." 

Although the present War on Drugs is a modern phenomenon, drug laws have been a 

common feature of human law for several hundred years. Today's War on Drugs bears many 

similarities to earlier drug laws, particularly in motivation. Motivations claimed by 

supporters of drug prohibition laws across various societies and eras have included religious 

observance, allegations of violence by racial minorities, and public health concerns. Those 

who are not proponents of anti-drug legislation characterize these motivations as religious 

intolerance, racism, and public healthism.  

Various proponents of drug liberalization wish to repeal these laws for reasons 

ranging from individual rights--based defenses of liberty, to consequentialist arguments 

against the economic and social outcomes of drug prohibition. Starting in the 20th century, 

large organized movements to overturn existing drug laws formed around the world. The 

most vocal of these groups exist in liberal democracies, and typically attract liberal and 

libertarian supporters, although drug liberalization itself is a non-partisan issue and may be 

supported by adherents of any ideology.  

The campaign against alcohol prohibition culminated in the Twenty-first Amendment 

to the United States Constitution repealing prohibition on December 5, 1933, as well as 

liberalization in Canada, and some but not all of the other countries that enforced prohibition. 

However, many laws controlling the use of alcohol continue to exist even in these countries. 

  

Having read the above narratives, your purpose is to write an essay to be read by a 

classroom instructor in which you take a position on whether marijuana should be 

legalized for medical purposes. Be sure to defend your position with logical facts and 

authorities as well as appropriate examples.  

 

 

*From the Developmental Educators’ Handbook, Betty and Jerry Woodfill, Editors/Authors 


